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	Name of Division: 


	Arts and Sciences Division

	Instructor Name:   Bruce Gjeltema, Ph.D.
	Spring, 2019

	Office Hours:        SSTC 148
     Monday & Wednesday: 11:00-12:30
     Tuesday & Thursday:    2:00-3:15     
    
	E-mail                bgjelt@unm.edu
Telephone          505.863.7648

Class Meeting:   Monday & Wednesday 2:00-3:15
Location:            SSTC 108

	Syllabus

	Title of Course: 
	American Politics

	Course Number
	200 - 401

	Course Description
	Th88   This course will provide a survey of American politics ranging from the underlying theory of democracy to the political behavior of the American electorate.  We will discuss the structure and function of American political institutions, and close with contemporary policy issues including immigration.  It prepares students to think analytically about the interplay of concepts, people, institutions, and theoretical explanations in American politics.  This course will cover how American citizens interact with governmental institutions to form public policy, the principles on which the US Government rests, and the dynamics of American institutions such as: Congress, the presidency, the judiciary, bureaucracy, political parties and interest groups.  We will also examine the roll the media play in shaping public opinion as well as the value of political knowledge and civic engagement.

	
	3 credits, 40 contact hours

	Pre-requisites/co-requisites 
	None; Meets New Mexico Lower-Division General Education Common Core

	Learning Objectives and Outcomes
	Course Objec             1)  Students will demonstrate the ability to think critically regarding political

                                          trends and developments
2) Students will demonstrate the ability to communicate effectively

3) Students will demonstrate strong analytic writing skills

4) Students will demonstrate knowledge and understanding of fundamental concepts and theories in political science
5) Students will be able to apply political science theories and/or concepts to real-world cases or be able to apply a case or set of cases using an appropriate theory
6) Students will be able to evaluate theories, either in light of empirical evidence or on theoretical grounds
7) Students will demonstrate knowledge and understanding of their rights and obligations as a citizen


	Disabilities Policy: 
In keeping with University of New Mexico policy (University Business Policies and Procedures Manual:  “Policy 2310: Academic Adjustments for Students with Disabilities”) and defined sections:  Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, Section 508: The Rehabilitation Act Amendments of 1998, ADA: The Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990, and the ADAA:  The American with Disabilities Act Amendments of 2008 - of providing equal access to individuals with disabilities, instructors are strongly encouraged to include a statement on their syllabus informing students that academic accommodations can be provided on the basis of disability if the student follows the protocol described. The following statement contains all of the elements that should be present. Instructors may want to make changes based on style preference or particular course content.  It is strongly recommended that you also read this statement to the students at the start of each semester when reviewing course policies.

“In keeping with the university’s policy of providing equal access for students with disabilities, any student with a disability who needs academic accommodations is welcome to meet with Dr. Gjeltema privately. 
All conversations will be kept confidential (between student and instructor).  Students requesting any accommodations will also need to contact: 

Student Services – Accessibility Resource Center (ARC)

Mary Lou Mraz, MSEd, LMSW

UNM Student Success Specialist

Phone:  (505) 863-7527
Location:  Gurley Hall 1127
Email:  mloumraz@unm.edu
FOR messages/appointments:
UNM Gallup Gurley Hall 1127

 Front Desk

505-863-7757
ARC will conduct an intake and, if appropriate, will provide an approved academic accommodation notification that will be sent to you.  At that point, you may contact me to review the letter and discuss these accommodations in relation to your course.

Early intervention can make all the difference in helping students achieve academic success. It also shows that the instructor made a good faith effort to inform students of their rights and responsibilities in this area, and that this effort was done in a timely manner.

	Course Outline

	Teaching Methods: Instruction will include lecture, discussion and debate 



	Evaluation/Grading Methods: The average of each student’s test scores will count for 60% of their grade; the 
            average of the best quiz scores will total 20%; the political biography paper score and the political topics 

            paper score will each count for 10% of the final grade. Grades will be accessed based on a traditional 
            60%-100% scale (no A-pluses or extra credit). The Instructor reserves the right, however, to round up 

            scores where an improvement in a category is made.

	Required Text: Paula McClain and Steven Tauber, American Government in Black and White, 3rd Edition,

            (New York: Oxford University Press, 2018). Available in the UNM-G Bookstore.
Supplementary Material: The course homepage: brucegjeltema.com

	Assessment Methods: 
Tests:
Three non-cumulative tests are scheduled: Feb 20, April 3, and May 8. Tests will cover all

lectures and discussions, and include short answer and essay items.  Students who miss a
test for whatever reason will have the score of their following test doubled.  Failure to earn a passing

grade on at least one test will result in a failing grade in the course, regardless of a student’s grade

average on other work. 
Quizzes:


Five objective quizzes will be given throughout the course.  Questions will cover readings only and

            will include identification and multiple choice items. The highest four scores will figure into the average
            with the lowest score being dropped.  Quizzes cannot be made up at a later date.
Political Biography Paper:


A Political Biography paper will be handed in at the beginning of class on March 6. The person selected

            can be a local, state, or national figure, office serving, or non-office serving. The paper will be two pages
            in length, typed, double-spaced, and free from grammatical, spelling and typographical errors.  The paper
            will describe the person’s career and will include an analysis of their accomplishments or contributions.
            Plageristic materials will result in a zero for the assignment.  Students must make use of the Writing
            Center or TRIO tutors during the assignment. Failure to submit a political biography paper will result in
            a failing grade for the course, regardless of a student’s grade average on other work.

Political Topics Paper:

A limited synthesis research paper will be handed in at the beginning of class on April 29.  The paper will address a topic about American Politics covered in this course.  It will be five to six pages in length, will be typed, double-spaced, and free from grammatical, spelling, and typographical errors. The paper will discuss multiple perspectives on the topic and include the student’s personal analysis.  Correct citations and bibliography will also be required.  Plageristic materials will result in a zero for the assignment. Students must make use of the Writing Center or TRIO tutors during the assignment.  Failure to submit a research paper will result in a failing grade for the course, regardless of a student’s grade average on other work.

	Course Participation: 
Political Science 200 is a lecture and discussion course.  Full benefit cannot be realized unless proper attention is given to the reading selections.  The course web site provides required reading selections as well as other key course information.  Students are expected to come to class having completed the readings assigned for the class topics.  Student contribution in discussion is expected.  Students are required to communicate with the professor about all unavoidable absences.  Unreported or undocumented absences may result in up to a 10% drop in your final grade.  It is the student’s responsibility to initiate drops or complete withdrawals utilizing http://registrar.unm.edu/ or LoboWeb http://my.unm.edu.  Final grades will be available on your LoboWeb account.  
Course Conduct:

1) Arrive to class on time. Class begins promptly at 2:00 and ends at 3:15.  If you arrive more than 10 minutes late or leave more than 10 minutes early without notifying me ahead of time and without permission, you will be considered absent.
2) Turn off your cell phones prior to class and do not text or use your cell phone during the entire class period unless you have an emergency. Tablets and laptops can only be used for notetaking purposes.

3) Be respectful of other students, especially when we are dealing with topics or materials that may oppose or challenge your personal beliefs or opinions simply because it differs.  Any sign of harsh commentary, verbal or physical mistreatment of others during class discussions will result in your being asked to leave and being dropped from this course.

4) Feel free to ask questions or offer comments on any of the materials presented in this course.  Your participation is important in making this course successful and for fortifying your educational experience.  

	        Quick Look Schedule:   
                                          Monday                                        Wednesday

                                         January 14                                       January 16
                                         January 21                                       January 23

                                         January 28                                       January 30
                                         February 4                                       February 6
                                         February 11                                     February 13
                                         February 18                                     February 20 

                                         February 25                                     February 27

                                         March 4                                           March 6
                                         March 11                                         March 13
                                         March 18                                         March 20
                                         March 25                                         March 27

                                         April 1                                             April 3
                                         April 8                                             April 10

                                         April 15                                           April 17

                                         April 22                                           April 24

                                         April 29                                           May 1
                                         May 6                                              May 8
Weekly Schedule of Topics, Readings, Assignments, Tests and other Activities:

DAY

WEEK            DATE

TOPIC

           One              Jan 14, 16            Course Overview and Introduction

                                                            Nature, Functions, and Types of Government
                                                            American Government in Black and White, Chapter 1
           Two               Jan 21, 23          Martin Luther King, Jr. Holiday
                                                            Principles of Constitutional Democracies
                                                            American Government in Black and White, Chapter 2
           Three            Jan 28, 30           Foundations of American Government
                                                            The First American National Governmental Experiment
                                                            American Government in Black and White, Chapter 3 
           Four             Feb 4, 6               Overview of the Constitution                               Quiz #1: Chapter 3 (57-94)
                                                            Federalism
                                                            American Government in Black and White, Chapter 4 & 5
           Five              Feb 11, 13          Civil Liberties                                                 

           Six                Feb 18, 20          Civil Rights

                                                            TEST ONE
                                                            American Government in Black and White, Chapter 6   

           Seven            Feb 25, 27          Congress                                                          Quiz #2: Chapter 6 (171-201) 
                                                            American Government in Black and White, Chapter 7 
           Eight             Mar 4, 6              The Presidency
                                                            American Government in Black and White, Chapter 8

           Nine              Mar 11, 13          SPRING BREAK
           Ten               Mar 18, 20          The Bureaucracy

                                                             American Government in Black and White, Chapter 9 
           Eleven          Mar 25, 27           The Judiciary                                                  Quiz #3: Chapter 9 (269-292)                                                  
           Twelve          April 1, 3             Constitutional Interpretation
                                                              TEST TWO
                                                              American Government in Black and White, Chapter 14
           Thirteen         April 8, 10           Political Parties

                                                              American Government In Black and White, Chapter 13   
           Fourteen        April 15, 17         Interest Groups                                             Quiz #4: Chapter 13 (405-435)
                                                              American Government in Black and White, Chapter 11
           Fifteen           April 22, 24        The Media in a Democracy
                                                             American Government in Black and White, Chapter 15 

           Sixteen          April 29, May 1  Voting and Elections                                    Quiz #5: Chapter 15 (465-516) 
           Seventeen      May 6, 8             Managing Change in Government

                                                              TEST THREE


	

	

	


